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Self-Worth:
W ere Does It
Come From?

here’s a classic Hindu
legend that remembers
a time when all humans
were gods. Though I
don’t buy the legend as
true and don ’t believe we
humans were ever gods, I do think the
parable has something to teach us
today.
According to the story, the people
so abused their divinity that Brahma,
the chief god, decided to take it away
from them and hide it where they
would never find it. The big challenge
was where to hide it.
When the lesser gods were called
into council to consider this ques
tion, they said, “We will bury human
divinity deep in the earth.”
“No,” the Brahma replied, “for
people will invent sophisticated
excavating machinery and surely
find it.”
Then the council suggested, “We
will sink human divinity into the
deepest ocean.”
But again the Brahma said, “No,
not there, for people will learn to
dive in the deepest waters and search
the ocean bed. They will find it.”

Then the lesser gods
said, “We will hid it at the
top o f the highest m oun
tain. They will never find it
there.”
“I respectfully disagree,”
countered the Brahma. “People will
eventually climb every mountain on
Earth. They will discover it, and take
it up again for themselves.”
Then the lesser gods gave up and
concluded, “We don ’t know where to
hide it, for it seems there is no place
on Earth or in the sea that human
beings will not eventually reach.”
“Wait! I’ve got it!” the Brahma
exclaimed. “Here is what we will do
with human divinity. We will hide it
deep down in every person, for no
one will think to look for it there.”
Ever since then, the legend con
cludes, men and wom en have been
goin g up and down the Earth,
climbing, digging, diving, exploring,
searching for som ething that’s

*The Young and the Restless is an occa
sional column by Karl Haffner, senior
pastor o f the Walla Walla College
Church in College Place, Washington.
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already in themselves.
I believe there’s a truth tucked
away in this tale. Its the same truth
that the Apostle Peter was getting at
when he wrote that its not fancy
hair, gold jewelry, or fine clothes that
make you beautiful. No, your beauty
should com e from within you— the
beauty o f a gentle and quiet spirit
that’s precious to G od (see 1 Peter
3:3,4).
To search for your value in exter
nals will always prove futile. Selfworth based on clothes, cars, physi
cal condition, or anything other
than character will be in vain.
You don’t need to wear Hilfiger

T H E

D I V I N E

clothes to be cool. A Corvette doesn’t
increase your worth as a person.
Being the star jock in school w on’t
quiet the inner voice that clamors for
self-esteem.
If you want to discover your value,
you must look within. Beauty comes
from a “gentle and quiet spirit”
(NIV). It grows out o f integrity,
honor, and ultimately Christ living
inside your heart.
So relax. Stop your climbing, dig
ging, diving, and searching out
there. Look inside to the indwelling
Spirit o f God.
It’s the secret o f the kingdom hid
den in plain sight.

PU

R P O S E

hat is G od’s purpose for us?
Ellen W hite’s answer echoed a basic gospel principle, and sig
nificantly, she linked the purpose of salvation with the purpose
to
of education. “God desires to heal us, to set us free” (
C h rist, p. 43). “To restore in man the image of his Maker, to
bring him back to the perfection in which he was created, to
promote the development of body, mind, and sou l. . . this was
to be the work of redemption. This is the object of education,
the great of object of life . . . In the highest sense, the work of
education and the work of redemption are one” (
, pp.
15, 16, 30).
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